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                         Campaign for Real Ale      
WATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH 

Present an
Auction of
Breweriana
on Thursday

4th March 2010
at the 

WEST HERTS SPORTS CLUB,

Park Avenue, Watford

Starting at 8.00pm, viewing of lots from 7.00pm

CAVEAT
The following is the list of lots we hope to have available at the 2010 CAMRA Watford & District branch breweriana auction. Although we hope all the listed items will be available on the night, we cannot guarantee that they all will be, nor that all the lots will be constituted as shown. 

All dimensions are approximate and are in centimetres (2.54cm to the inch for those who can't remember).

Comments on the condition of the items are subjective, so close viewing of the lots on the night is therefore strongly recommended. XX in the right hand margin indicates good or very good condition; X some marking/poorish condition; blank indicates very poor condition; o unseen.

PURCHASE OF LOTS

To reduce the need for items to be paid for individually, we propose to keep a record of each purchase so that all lots bought can be collected and paid for at any time during the evening. In order for this to operate smoothly we would ask all bidders to register for a bidder’s number and to show that after a successful bid. 

Cheques will only be accepted if supported by a bankers' card and can only be taken up to the relevant maximum indicated on the card. We are also able to accept payment by Visa/Mastercard credit cards. Cash is also accepted!

There are 'reserves' on various lots in the auction: if the bidding fails to reach the reserve amount the item will be withdrawn.

There is no buyer’s premium; the final bid is what you pay.

Bids can be accepted in advance, please send them to: Bill Austin, 18 Malden Road, Watford, WD17 4EW, by phone: 01923 211654 (answerphone), or by e-mail to baustin@supanet.com. On the day, bids can be left with Bill or via mobile: 07789 900411..

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thanks to all the Watford & District branch members who have donated and collected items for the auction, and to our colleagues in other branches and CAMRA Games and Collectables who have also provided items. Thanks also to the Brewery History Society and the British Beermat Collectors Society for all their research plagiarised in the descriptions, and to Watford Museum for their help in unravelling bits of local history.

1.
The Beer Lover’s Guide to Cricket, Roger Protz, 158pp, 2007. A guide to pubs near cricket 

XX




grounds.



2.
Herald Brewery “pint” glass.

XX

- brewed in Coleraine between 1982 and 1987.


3.
 
Butlers Draught Old Ale plastic strip sign. Suspect that a bit’s been broken off the right hand side.

X


-
their Springfield Brewery in Wolverhampton was taken over by Mitchells & Butler in 1960 and 





closed in 1991.

4.
Robinsons “A Look Inside the Brewery” booklet, 32pp, from early 1980s.

XX

-
been brewing in Stockport since 1868.

5.
Old, plastic, oval, Brakspears Draught Mild pump clip. Red on white.

XX

-
stopped brewing in Henley in 2003.

6. 
Boxed, sealed, pack of Bass playing cards.

XX

-
once “the Greatest Brewery in the World”, the beer is now brewed by Marstons.

7.
Morrells Oxford Beers cardboard display sign, with card stand, 18½x25½cm.

XX



-
closed in 1998 so that a few big shareholders could make a fast buck, their 107 pubs ended up as




part of the Greene King estate.


8. 
“M.A.S. Watford Brewery” (Mary Ann Sedgwick) green pint beer bottle. “Sedgwick & Co 

XX




Watford”. No stopper, excellent condition with few signs of wear.






-
were at 221 High Street, taken over by Benskins in 1923 and turned into maltings.


9.
Morlands “Really Fine Ales” tray, 34½cm square. Yellow with blue and black script, with central

XX



Gainsborogh artist logo, red rim.



-
bought and closed by Greene King in 1999.


10. 


  
11.
Benskins “Special” Scotch whisky metal ash tray. 11½cm square, bit bent.

X


-
the Cannon Brewery in the High Street dates from around 1820.

12.
Flowers Brewmaster figure, Carltonware, 23½cm tall. Some slight crazing to the glaze.

XX



-
Flowers of Stratford-upon-Avon were taken over by J.W.Greens in 1954, and the group took




the name Flowers Breweries Ltd.


13.
Unused postcard featuring the Boot at Sarratt in its Ind Coope days.

XX

-
the pub was once owned by Salters of Rickmansworth.

14. 
St Austell soda siphon.

XX

-
formed when Walter Hicks and Christopher Ellis merged in 1934.


15.
Framed Welsh & Co Limited, Winchester leaflet (13½X21½cm). Torn, but doesn’t look too bad.

X

- 
Frederick Welsh started brewing in 1892, taken over and closed by Coopers of Southampton in




1929.
 
16.
Thomas Hardy Ale bottle, full, 150th Anniversary, 1975.

XX



-
Eldridge Pope’s brewery closed in 2003.

17. 
Halsey Watford, bulb necked, codd bottle. Cracked, slight chip to lip, but it looks to have happened
X



a long time ago. 


-
in 1886 Walter Halsey was listed as being a soda water, lemonade and ginger beer manufacture at 




78 Sotheron Road. He wasn’t there a few years before or a few years later.


18.
Rayments of Furneux Pelham B.B.A. Bitter metal pump clip, with coiled metal “clip”. O.G. 1034-

XX


1038.



-
officially merged with Greene King in 1931, and was closed in 1987.


19.
Baby Bass Blue Triangle display sign, 20½x26cm. Produced by Sir Joseph Causton and Sons 

X



Limited. Damage to right hand side.


-
sales of Bass are now around 100,000 barrels a year, at its peak it was over 2 million barrels.


20.


21.
 Benskins Pale Ale tie, brown, lighter brown pennant logo, with two stripes with “BENSKINS 

XX


PALE” woven in. Produced by Guttenberg & Sons.



-
Joseph Benskin bought the Cannon Brewery in 1867.

22.
Modern, metal, Jennings of Cockermouth oval, wall sign, 38x26cm.

XX



-
founded in 1828, now part of the Marstons group, still brewing.


23.
Ruddles “Much in Little” booklet, 1975. Some minor creases

XX

-
gives all the reasons why they shouldn’t sell out. Gave up most of the pubs to Everards in 1978,




the brewery was sold to grand Met in 1986, then to Grolsch in 1992, and in 1997 to Morlands. 




Closed in 1998


24.
Courage Alton Bitter plastic pump clip. Has the cockerel standing on the beer name plinth.

XX

- 
Courage bought the brewery in Alton in 1903, it survived until 1969.

25.
New Cannon Royall brewery t-shirt, large.

XX

-
been brewing at Ombersley, Hereford & Worcester since 1993.

26.
Hertfordshire Inns & Public Houses an historical gazetteer by Graham Jolliffe & Arthur Jones,

XX


1995. 176pp, softback.

27.
Maclay’s Oatmeal Stout plastic sign, 20x11½cm with hanging chain.

XX

-
Alloa brewery that closed in 1999

28.
“Hitchman & Co, Chipping Norton” pressed metal bottle opener, 8cm long.

XX

-
taken over by Hunt, Edmunds in 1924 and stopped brewing in 1933.

29.
Barnsley Brewery bush ring.

XX

-
taken over by John Smiths in 1961 and closed in 1976. 

30.


31.
Empty bottle, Ansells enameled label.

XX

-
their Aston Brewery closed in 1981.

32.
Pack of 52, unboxed, Holes playing cards, used. Light green, “Hole’s Newark Ales” over drawing 

X


of Newark Castle.



-
taken over by Courage in 1967, and closed in 1983.


33. 
3 Joules bottle labels: Royal Ale, Brown Ale, Special Bitter. All rectangular with min contents.

XX

-
taken over by Bass in 1968, and closed in 1972.

34.
Watneys Pale Ale Stag Brewery, Pimlico “badge”. I believe this to have been broken off a metal

X


menu holder.



-
the Stag Brewery closed in 1959.

35.
Framed “patchwork” map showing the layout of Shipstone’s Brewery, 36x31½cm.

XX


-
Nottingham brewery acquired by Greenall Whitley in1978 and closed in 1990.


36. 
Benskins umbrella. From the 1980s.

XX

-
Joseph Benskin died in 1877, leaving the brewery to his wife Maria and son John. 

37.
Allsopp’s Sweet Stout metal display sign, brewed by Ind Coope Ltd. Card stand. Some slight 

XX




marks. Barel shaped, 14x17 max.


-
Samuel Allsopp got involved in brewing around 1807, merged with Ind Coope in 1934. 




38. 
6 Grand Union beer mats: Bitter; Best Bitter; Special; Kölsch; Pilsner; Blonde.

XX

-
brewed in Hayes between 2002 and 2008.

39.
Straight sided, thick glass, pint, stamped “GR 64”.

XX

40.



41.
2 Martlet Brewery leaflets

XX

-
brewed in Eastbourne between 1979 and 1983,

42. 
Benskins Strong Ale and F.A.Cup Commemorative Ale 1984 bottle labels.

XX

-
in the four years from 1885, Benskins business trebled.

43.
George’s Glucose Stout embossed, oval, card display sign. 22x15½cm, front shows some signs

X




of wear.



-
Bristol brewery acquired by Courage in 1961, it closed in 1999.


44.
George Wright Brewers Revenge plastic pump clip front.

XX

-
been brewing on the outskirts of St Helens since 2003

45.
Book: “Britain’s Oldest Brewery The Story Behind the Success of Young’s of Wandsworth”, 1999,
XX



224pp, card cover.


-
despite all the promises, Youngs brewing  concern moved out of Souf London in 2006 and ended 




up in the Wells factory in Bedford.


46.
Unused Holes share certificate, 42x27cm.

XX

47.
Rhymney Breweries dish, Bristol Reinforced Vitrite. White with logo of huntsman on hobbyhorse 

XX


in maroon.



-
Whitbreaded in 1966, and closed in 1978.

48
Booklet: “The Public House and the Off-Licence Under Brewer Ownership”, published by the       

XX
   
Brewers’ Society. Early 1960s(?) argument in favour of the tied system. 49pp, only printed on



the odd numbered pages.




49.
¼gill spirit measure. Looks as though a handle has been broken off some time in the past.

X

50.


51. 
1980’s Benskins Bitter plastic, “penalty area” shaped, pump clip.

XX

52.
Small packet of beer bottle labels: Daniells; 2 Felinfoel; Rayments; Watneys; 2 Websters; 4 bottled
XX



by W.C.Land, Scarborough (with neck labels); 4 Harp, Exported by Guinness; 11 Guinness labels.


53.
Watneys Ales and Stouts tray, black with white script, red “By appointment” logo and Barrel, gold

X


malt laurel. 34½cm diameter, some rust to gold rim, made by Hancock, Corfield & Waller, grey




backed.

54.
“Highgate Dark Selected Stockists” metal on wood sign.

XX



-
still brewing although now called Highgate & Davenports Brewery Limited, after a morally 






dubious pre-psck deal, by which it was bought for £80,000, the previous company having 






collapsed owing over £1million to the tax man alone.  


55.
“Wem Best Bitter Shropshire’s own brew.” bar towel. In good condition.

XX

-
taken over by Greenall Whitley in 1951 and closed in 1988.


56.
Guinness stilton cheese holder.

XX

57.
Fraoch ceramic goblet.

XX

-
the beer has been in production since 1993 first by Heather Ales and then William Brothers..

58. 
Shipstones Brewery mirror, 30x45½cm..

XX

-
founded by James Shipstone in 1852.

59.
Clifton Hotel, E.L.Gruncell, Northwood engraved liquer glass.

XX



-
not sure which ”Northwood” this is….

60.


61.
 Benskin Bitter bar towel, red with yellow script. Again from the 1980s.

XX

62.
 Mann’s cardboard, hanging, Public Bar price list. Pre decimal prices: X Mild 1/1 a pint (c5½p).

XX


23x64cm.



-
merged with Watneys in 1958, and their Albion Brewery in E1 closed in 1979. 

63.
Harveys bottle label: First Birthday Bermuda Ale produced for Logica, an IT services company, 

XX


not all of whose employees are over 6ft 4½in. 



-
been brewing since 1790.


64.
Strongs ½pt glass tankard.

XX

-
Romsey brewery taken over by Whitbread in 1969, and closed 1981.

65. 
Wethereds Brewery tie.

XX

-
bought by Strongs in 1949, lasted a bit longer than their parent company, being closed by 




Whitbread in 1988.

66.
Benskins Colne Spring beer mat. The only beer mat issued by Benskins before their takeover by

XX


Ind Coope.



-
Alfred Barnard visited the brewery and its London Stores around 1890 and was told that any 




order lodged at the London Stores in Camden Town before 5pm would be delivered by 5am the




 following morning.
 
67.
Gibbs Mew pump handle, with view of Salisbury cathedral.

XX

-
they closed their Salisbury brewery in 1997.

68.
Belgian beer poster “The Beer Country”, showing labels from breweries, 69x96cm. Some creases 

X


to the edges.

69.
Watneys Red Barrel dish. Bristol pottery, 20x17½cm.

XX

-
the keg Red Barrel was invented in 1930. 

70.


71.
Mitchell & Butlers “M&B Good Honest Beer” mirror, some silver loss round edge, 12sided, 34½cm 
X




max.




-
M&B were formed by the merger of two brewers in 1898

72.
Coates Somerset cider ceramic mug.

XX

73. 
A Benskins tie pin and a ladies’ badge. Issued to employees in the 1980s after the reintroduction 

XX


of the brand.

74.
Booklet: “The Centenary Year of Timothy Taylor & Co Ltd”. 1958, 20pp, excellent copy except for
XX




some slight rusting of the staples and the remains of an envelope on the back. Includes 




letter from the brewery.


75.
Jennings Castle Beers plastic pump clip, 7½cm diameter. Some slight wear.

X 

76.
Colchester Brewing Co Ltd share certificate.

XX

-
Christopher Stopes of Colchester were acquired by the Norfolk & Sufffolk Brewery (of Ipswich)  



in 1887 to form the Colchester Brewing Co, closed in 1927 following a takeover by Ind Coope.

77.
Bottle Conqueror Strong Ale Gravity 1072. The label says it was brewed by “Westown” Brewery 

XX




Limited, George Street, Newark. Corked, metal seal.




-
Westcrown brewery operated between 1980 and 1983.


78.
Charles Wells Bombadier mirror, 65x45cm.

XX

-
took over the Horne Lane brewery in 1875, moved to their new brewery in 1976 


79.
Full, Bristol United ½pt bottle, enamel label. Cap rusted, otherwise very good condition.

XX

-
acquired by George’s Bristol Brewery in 1956 and closed.

80.
 


81.
Rayments Super Ale glass, ash tray, 13x16cm. Label attached to bottom of ash tray, some paint 

X



loss.




-
King and Lake, partners in Greene King, bought te brewery in 1888, but it was run 




Independently until the 1931 merger. 

82. 
Yates & Jackson 1978 Centenary unstamped, oversize, glass tankard.

XX

-
taken over by Thwaites in 1984, and the brewery sold to Mitchells, who used it until 1999. 

83.
.Thwaites Real Draught Mild plastic pump clip. Horizontal cylindrical shape. 9½x5cm.

XX

-
been brewing since 1807.

84.
“Tetleys Bittermen” “Join ‘em” 3 piece ceramic condiment set: salt, pepper and mustard (without 

X


lid)



-
due to be closed next year by its current owners Carlsberg. 

85. 
Skinners Brewery English mustard, 100g jar, bb 16/7/2011.

XX

-
been brewing in Truro since 1997.

86.
Framed “Beer is Best” advert (21x26½cm) from the August 3 1938 edition of Punch. “But drink

XX


it, too, because you’re English!”. I assume they weren’t expecting this edition to sell in Scotland 



or Wales… 


87.
Benskins 1984 cup final commemorative bottle, full

XX

88.
M&B coffee cup and saucer.

XX

-
Mitchells Cape Hill brewery was in Smethwick, Butlers’ in the Ladywood area of Brum.

89.
Reproduction of the venerable “Real Ale in Greater Grotley”, a 4 page A5 guide to the delightful 

XX


pubs of Grotley, Slumley, Smarmford and Slutch, Poshton and Pseudley. Pub descriptions include 



“Landlord Drabs Drunk of the Year,1978”, “Fights twice a night and three times on Saturday”, 




and “A rare example of authentic squalor”. Does bear some resemblance to the Greater 




Manchester area…

90.



91.
Pub guide: Real Ale in London, 1976 with 1977 supplement. Some ink ticks

X

92.
CAMRA Cider book, photos by Mark Bolton, card cover, 185 pages of text.

XX

93.
McMullens AK Best Mild pump clip. Pre og and abv.

XX

-
founded in 1827.

94. 
Butlers “Pride of the Midlands” bottle opener/horse brass.

XX

95.
Whitbread unstamped ½ pint pewter tankard 

XX

-
started brewing in Chiswell Street, EC1 in 1742, and it closed in 1976.

96.
Large, Higsons triangular, Wade PDM ash tray.

XX

-
taken over by Bodddingtons in 1985, and closed in 1990 once Whitbread had taken control.

97. 
“3 Centuries” “The Story of Our Ancient Brewery”, a history of Barclay, Perkins, 1951, 28pp 

XX

-
merged with Courage in 1955, and stopped brewingin the 1970s.

98.
Watneys Red Barrel Keg Pression display sign. For Belgian market, early 1960s, slight stains

X


to the corners, 14x10cm with card stand.

99.
Codd bottle: “Steam Mineral Waters Company Watford” around a logo of a machine (bottling 

XX



device?). “Codds Patent”, “Makers Rylands & Codd Barnsley”.  The company was based in 




a yard off Nascot Street in the 1880s and 1890s, owned or managed by J.J. Smith and W.S. Smith.




100.


101.
Fifty Years of progress, a history of Davenports Brewery, 1935. Compliment slip stuck inside

XX


front cover.



-
founded 1739, closed by Greenalls in 1989.

102. 
Benskins share certificate, One Pounds Ordinary Stock issued to Frederick Henry Fearn of 7,

XX


Tudor Avenue, Watford. 
 
103.
Plastic Fremlin’s elephant advertising model. Tusks are intact but a couple areas of red paint have 

XX




rubbed off.



-
started in Maidstone around 1790, taken over by Whitbread in 1967, the Maidstone brewery 




closed in 1972.


104.
Matthew Brown cardboard display card, “A1 Crystal Ale”. With card stand. 20x28cm.

XX

-
taken over by Scottish & Newcastle in 1987, closed in 1991,

105.
Beermat: “DDrink some today”, Watford Festival 15-21 May 1970.

XX

106.
Small glass (c 7 fl oz): engraved ”Phipps/NBC” in star logo.

XX

-
the two companies merged in 1957, taken over by Watneys in 1960 and closed in 1973. Now




the site of the Carlsberg factory. 

107.
Pack of Threlfalls Blue Label playing cards, 52 plus 2 jokers, used, slightly scruffy box.

X

-
brewed in both Liverpool and Salford, Whitbreaded in 1967, and both breweries were closed in 




the 1980s.

108.
Guinness stretchy rugby player. 

XX

109.
Benskins Watford codd bottle. Excellent condition.

XX

110.


111.
Stand up Marstons display sign, 15cm tall.

XX

-
bought by Wolverhampton & Dudley in 1999, who so liked the brand they renamed the whole




company after it. Which made cynics wonder about the future of the Banks brewery….

112.
“Forever Young’s a historical guide to some of Britain’s best pubs” by Helen Osborn, 144pp, 

XX



      card cover, 2004.

.


113. 
Large, 39cm tall, 2 gall flagon CF Healey wine & spirit merchant, Watford. Cracked handle. 

X


-
Healey’s were brewers in King Street between 1851 and 1898 when they were taken over 





by Benskins and closed. Charles Frederick Healey founded the company having previously been





a wine & spirit merchant at 75 High Street from at least 1846. He died in 1863, after which the 





brewery and wine & spirit business were un by his widow, Elizabeth Julie Healey. They claimed 




that they produced the ”original Watford Pale Ale”.

114.
Brutton’s Beer tray. Predominantly brown with drawing of hops, malt, and a pint of beer in a 

XX


fluted glass tankard. Produced by Reginald Corfield. Slight scratching to rim.



-
Joseph Brutton of Yeovil were taken over by Mitchell, Toms of Chard in 1937. Bought by




Charringtons in 1955 and brewing stopped 4 years later.

115. 
Hardback book: The Brewers Art, Whitbread, 2nd Edition, 1949, 58pp.

XX

116.
St Austell badge produced to support McMillan nurses., 2½cm tall.

XX

117.
Benskins Centenary mug, 1867-1967, Irish porcelain. Issued to staff. It has been said that ½pint

XX


versions were given to female members of staff, but we don’t know anyone who’s seen one 




recently. 

118.
Framed “Make Mine Real Mild” leaflet, 21x30cm.

XX

119. 
Can of Guinness Foreign Export Stout, 7.5% abv. Best before 4/7/92.

XX

120.



121.
George Beer & Rigden price list. In a frame because it has been split in two (thank you to the Post    


Office), and is fragile.

    
- 
the companies merged in 1922, taken over by Fremlins in 1948. Did not brew between 1954 and 


1961, and finally closed in 1990 after Whibread got involved

122. 
Empty embossed bottle: Sweetman, George St Brewery, Ryde, Isle of Wight

XX

-
founded in 1848, taken over by Mew, Langton in 1920.



123.
3 Benskins bottle labels from after the Ind Coope take over: Colne Spring, Double Stout, India

XX


Pale Ale

124. 
Old, beveled. Eldridge, Pope & Co Ltd,  Huntsman Ales mirror, some slight loss of silver around 

XX


the edge.61x46cm

125.
“Now try the new better XXX Bitter brewed at Hook Norton” plastic stand up sign, 20½x9½x3cm.
XX

-
the present brewery has been in operation since 1872.

126.
“Double Diamond Works Wonders” pen knife/bottle opener/can opener. 8cm long

XX

127.
Adnams poster showing the locations of their pubs, 58x77cm. Believed to be from the early 1960s.
XX

-
George and Ernest Adnams took over the brewery around 1870.


128.
Bullards Bitter plastic pump clip, 6½x8cm.

XX

-
Norwich brewery, taken over by Watneys in 1964, and closed in 1968.

129.
Framed (28x23cm) print of Jennings Brewery, signed by the brewer Peter Lowe. 

XX


130.


131.
Bathams “Good Delph” tray, 26cm diameter, made by Reginald Corfield.

XX

-
the Delph Brewery was acquired by Batham in 1905 and still “brew good ale”.

132. 
Benskins Dinner Club tankard. A few dents.

X

133.
3 different Watney Mann 1966 World Cup Ale bottle labels: no min contents; 9/⅔fl oz; 19⅓fl oz.

XX

134.
Simonds Tavern glass ash tray, 16½cm diameter.

XX

-
started in 1768, bought by Courage, Barclays in 1960, stopped brewing 1979.

135.
Wards mirror, 47x35cm.

XX

-
Sheffield brewers taken over by Vaux in 1972 and closed in 1999.

136.
Paines bottle for New Zealand Squadron of the Royal air Force to commemorate a visit to 

XX


Mepal, 26th August 1978.



-
founded in St Neots in 1831, after various owners, went to Tolly Cobbold in 1987 and was closed.

137.
Tolly water jug, Royal Worcester, 9cm tall. One small chip to inside of rim.

XX

-
merged with Cobbolds in 1957, and their brewery closed in 1961, Cobbolds brewery survived




various upheavals but finally closed in 2003 after being bought by Ridleys.  

138. 
Taylor Walker Prize Ales, small wooden barrel menu holder, 7x6x5cm, small chip to one rim, 

X


some wear to writing.



-
Limehouse brewery taken over by Ind Coope in 1959 and stopped brewing the following year.

139.
Watneys metal wall plaque, 42 cm diameter.

140.


141. 


142.




143.  


144.



145.




146.



147 



148. 

