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Watford Palace Theatre,
Clarendon Road

The theatre opened on 14 Dec 1908 as a
“Palace of Varieties”. For 2 while music
hall acts alternated with plays and early
films and from the beginning touring

D companiesvisted In the 19305 weekly
repertory was established and this
continued during and after the war. By
1965 the theatre was in financial
gifficulties and with the backing of
Watford Council a Civic Theatre Trust took
over the building. The upper circle and
facade were added in 1911
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Colosseum

Designed 1935, built 19:

Charles Cowles-Voysey, assisted by
John Bray es and R
Ashton. Cowles-Voysey was t
master planner, and John Brandon-

> Lensesamucnat e ser
design work. For many years, first

the Urban District Council, followed

by the Borough Council had operated

from offices in Upton House on The

Parade. The Council had bought the

large house then standing on this

site, The Elms, in 1919 and the

Peace Memorial Hospital was built

on f itin the 1920s. For some

years the Council considered

converting the house, then let, to

municipal offices, but finally decided

to commission a purpose-built town

hall. The Elms was demolished in >
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Watford Museum 


Watford Palace theatre 


Watford Palace theatre opened in 1908 as a music hall. Charlie Chaplin and Stan Laurel both performed there at some point. It was built by W A Theobald. In the 1930s it became a repertory theatre.


In the 1960s it became a charitable trust.


 In 1981 the theatre had a face lift to improve inside safety conditions. 


 In 1985 the theatre fell on hard times, due to the cuts by the government.


The theatre was helped by a donation of £4000 from the Actors’ union.





Have you been to Watford Palace theatre before?
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Watford Museum 


Watford Colosseum





The town hall was designed by C Cowles-Vosey and was built in 1938.


The assembly hall element of the Watford town hall building is now known as the Colosseum.


It is an important local venue for the arts. It has excellent acoustic qualities. 


The building has been used for the recording of several film soundtracks including the Sound of Music, the Lord of the Rings trilogy and Star Wars. 





Why do you think it has good acoustics?
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Watford Museum 


Essoldo Cinema


This large cinema opened as Central Hall in 1913.


Later it became the Regal and Essoldo. 





In the late 1920s it went through a series of modernisations of the interior. 





 The Art Deco frontage was completed in 1935.


Today this building is flats.





Which films do you like to watch?
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Watford Museum 


The Plaza cinema (later renamed the Odeon)


 


This is a photograph of the Plaza from the 1930s. 





It was later renamed the Odeon and stood on the corner of the Parade and Albert Road by the Pond








What is the function of this building today?
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Watford Museum 


Grillos  


Grillos was founded by Matteo Grillo, who came to England from Southern Italy in the 1880's. 


The popular ice cream was to be found at the top of Sutton Road.


There was also a cart selling ice cream by the Cassiobury Park Gates, and they sold also in the market at Watford. 


The Grillo family are still in contact with Watford Museum today.


 


What is your favourite ice cream flavour? 
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