Watford way back information sheet 
Palaeolithic period (old stone age)
In Hertfordshire, Lower and Middle Palaeolithic tools record the presence of extinct species of man, but homo sapiens here does not appear until Mesolithic times.
Early Palaeolithic finds have been made in Bushey, from gravels 40 feet below the river Colne, but the best-known implements of this type come from Croxley Green.  Large numbers of palaeoliths have come from two sites in the Rickmansworth area, in gravel 60 and 40 feet above the Colne.  They are simple in design, reflecting the needs of the society that made them, and fit into a pattern of such finds found within reach of the Thames Valley.
Mesolithic period (middle stone age)
The climate changes of the Ice Age caused shifts in the local flora and fauna.  The birch forests of the late Palaeolithic period gave way first to pine and other coniferous types, and later to true deciduous forests, with oak, elm, and hazel. The animal population also changed.  Palaeolithic man in the Watford area would have seen horse, reindeer, bison, musk-ox, mammoth and woolly rhino.  Mesolithic man was faced with typically woodland species, red deer, roe deer, elk, wild oxen, and boar.  He began to domesticate dogs who may have helped to hunt the animals their masters killed with microliths, the small flint tools hafted in wood or bone to make spears or arrows.  Fishermen had dug-out boats and caught their prey with harpoons or fishhooks of antler or bone, bark-twine nets, fish-traps, and tree-bark floats.
These hunter-fishers often made seasonal homes by rivers, as seen at the Broxbourne site.  Mesolithic finds occur at Bushey and in considerable numbers at many sites on Rickmansworth’s border with Watford, in particularly Bathend Clump, Sandy Lodge and Tolpits Lane with Hamper Mill close by.

Sandy Lodge showed evidence of hearths and chipping areas where people had worked on the microliths.  At Hamper Mill the Mesolithic finds indicate a river valley base camp for exploiting the resources of a wider wooded area, enough flints have survived on this site to suggest that it housed a Mesolithic flint industry making blades, scrapers, and burins (implements like a narrow chisel which were used to engrave bone, antler, wood, 
or soft stone).

Neolithic period (new Stone Age)
Farming began in The Middle East around 9,000 BC but the techniques did not reach Britain until roughly 3,500 BC, with it came the ability to make pottery by hand and many other innovations in lifestyle and burial.  Incomers probably spread the knowledge of these techniques, but the native Mesolithic peoples soon learned to use them.  Herds took pride of place, but wheat was grown extensively.  This meant that forests needed to be cleared, so Neolithic tools were often made in “factories” which catered for these new needs, and considerable distances could be covered from the tool maker to his customer.

Bathend Clump in Rickmansworth provided evidence of an important Mesolithic-Neolithic settlement, and Tolpits Lane also produced finds showing Mesolithic use, followed by Neolithic worked flints and arrowheads, plus animal bones.  Bushey too seems to have been occupied in Neolithic times, as was Oxhey, a site spanning Mesolithic, Neolithic, and Bronze Age where shellfish formed an important part of the diet, to judge from the finds that remain.  Cassiobury provided two flint hammerstones and an axe, near the site of a tumulus, while an attractive polished axe from this time turned up in the Watford railway cutting.
Watford bronze age hoard
In 1960, during a construction of a factory for A A Polishers and Platers Ltd in Greenhill Crescent on the Holywell Industrial Estate, an important Bronze Age hoard came to light four feet below the surface on the site formerly occupied by Cassiobridge Farm.  The pieces date from the Late Bronze Age, 1000-600 BC and form a founder’s hoard.  This means that they were buried in ancient times by a Bronze Age smith or founder who never came back to collect them.

The bronzesmith was often a travelling craftsman who moved round supplying local needs.  He would take with him a portable forge and a supply of bronze, usually from ingots or broken weapons, from which he would make new implements.  

Bronze began to be made over 4000 years ago.  It is an alloy of copper, tin, and other metals, and can easily be melted down and re-used as bronze solidifies it expands, forcing the metal into every part of its mould, allowing for plenty of details on the finished product.  In cooling, it shrinks slightly, making easy the separation from the mould.  To give it a good cutting edge, it needs cold hammering to consolidate the metal, 
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Bronze Age
Metal-working techniques came to Britain by traders and immigrants known as the Beaker people after their distinctive pottery.  Their influence died out and the middle Bronze Age (c 14000-1000BC) was largely native. About 1000 BC improvements to bronze founding increased the number and variety of tools.  Bronze became plentiful and sections of forest were cut down to provide timber for smelting. Evidence for Bronze Age occupation in our area comes from some of the sites where occupation is known from Mesolithic times.  Bronze Age scrapers were found at Bathend Clump, and Letchmore Heath too shows that the site was attractive enough to be occupied for at least part of this long timespan.  Croxley Green provided a scraper which may have been Neolithic or Bronze Age. A hearth in a garden of Sandy Lodge produced pottery and two loom weights, all late Bronze Age type.

Iron Age
The Celts began to settle in southern eastern Britain about 500 BC, introduced improved methods of agriculture, including the iron ploughshare and the two-ox plough.  Later immigrants extended agriculture from chalk uplands to the clay soils of south-east.  Wheat was the main crop and was even exported to Rome.  

Early Iron Age sherds are known from Eastbury Road in Watford and Iron Age occupation is found too at Sandy Lodge, where the site also gave evidence from Mesolithic times.  A late Celtic burial was found at Abbots Langley, consisting of a bowl and a cinerary urn containing bones, and a Celtic coin, probably dating to about 40 AD, was found at Callowland.

