WATFORD EVENTS
1007– The first mention of a place named Watforda appears in the Anglo-Saxon charters 
1381 The compulsory use of the Abbot of St Albans mill was one of the grievances in the Peasants revolt. 

1539 Henry VIII takes possession of the Abbey of St Albans after the Dissolution of the Monasteries. This technically includes the Manors of Cassio and Watford 
1580 Bedford Almshouses commissioned by Lady Bridget, widow of Sir Richard Morrison of Cassiobury 
In 1603 Earl of Monmouth rides by horse to Holyrood to tell James I about the death of Elizabeth I
1642 – The Watford Volunteers praised for their stand against the Royalist Army during the Civil War 
1704 Free school built by Mrs Fuller. 

1805   Opening of the Grand Junction Canal 
1835   Watford Tunnel collapses during digging out. Ten men digging were killed when one of the shafts gave way.
1837 The Railway comes to Watford. 
1843 Queen Victoria visits Watford  
1849 Report   into the sewage, drainage, water supply and sanitary conditions of                         

          the people of Watford 
1850 Watford board of health set up.  
1858 St. Albans branch line opens.  
1863   First Edition of the Watford Observer Published 
1867 Joseph Benskin purchases Canon Brewery. 
Watford and Bushey Volunteer Watford Fire Service Established. 
1871   London Orphan Asylum Opens  
1887 Local Celebrations for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee include tree planting and                                                        

           fireworks display.  
1898 Watford Football Club Established  
Troops from Watford fight in the Boer War 
1902 Coronation Riot in Watford 
1908 Watford Palace Theatre Opens  
1909 Watford Urban District Council starts to buy part of the Cassiobury.  

Estate to create Cassiobury Park. 
1911   First Cinema opens in Watford. 
1922 Watford achieves Borough Status. This is also when the coat of arms, known as ‘The Audentior’ was changed to the one we see today.
1925 Watford Peace Memorial Hospital Opens 
1926 Watford affected by the General strike. 
1927 Cassiobury House demolished 
1933Watford Central Baths Opens  
1939 Watford Town Hall Opens 
12,000 Anderson shelters are provided free to householders in Watford. 
1953 Flooding in Watford 
Local street parties are held to celebrate the coronation. 
1970Cassiobury Park Gates Demolished 
1976 Charter Place and New Market Opens  
1977 Local street parties are held to celebrate the Queens Silver Jubilee
1981 Watford Museum Opens 
1984 Watford F.C.  reach F.A.  Cup Final
1990 Harlequin Shopping Centre Opens
1993 Watford By-Pass Opens
  2000 – The site of Leavesden Aerodrome is acquired by Warner Bros.
2004 – The Grove reopens as a luxury hotel and spa

2013 – The Warner Bros. Studio Tour officially opens

