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1903 Magazine: The Morning after the fire [The Tatler - Wednesday 18 February 1903 p244]
the Museun’s photograph collection

image also in

1903 Magazine: “The Great Fire at Watford, which destroyed Dr. Tibbles’ Vi-Cocoa Works, worth £100,000
(photo by Downer and Sons)” [Black and White Budget. 21 February 1903 pp 698]
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Watford Museum 


Fire at the moulded hose factory 1961


On June 23, 1961, a massive fire broke out at the British Moulded hose company factory on Bushey Mill Lane.





Smoke could be seen from 20 miles away.








The fire caused thousands of pounds of damage.





Seventy firemen and fifteen fire appliances were sent to deal with the blaze from 4 different counties.








What do you think they make at a moulded hose factory?
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Watford Museum 


Fire at the Dr Tibbles Vi – cocoa factory 1903


On 7th February 1903, there was a huge fire at Dr Tibbles Vi- Cocoa factory in Sandown Road. This fire meant the staff were laid off with a week’s wages. Newspapers at the time reported of cocoa in flames and a solid mass of flame shooting up to 60 feet in the air. They reported this was no ordinary fire due to the inflammable contents of the factory. Newspaper reports from as far as Australia reported up to £150,000 damage was done and the whole factory became a furnace in about 30 minutes.  All the buildings and equipment were fully insured, and rebuilding had begun by May 1903.





What else can you find out about Dr Tibbles?
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Watford Museum 


How did the Great fire of London impact Watford?


The Great fire of London led to 6 deaths and left only a fifth of London still standing. A massive rebuilding project was undertaken, and the Coal Duty Boundary act was passed in 1668 to levy taxes on goods coming with a 20-mile boundary of London to help fund this. Later markers were put up - two of these now stand on the High Street with the City of London coat of arms.








Can you find these markers?
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Watford Museum


Fire museum, Watford 





The Hertfordshire Fire Brigade Museum is the only museum in the county that depicts the history of firefighting from the early days. They have manual fire engines, a 1896 horse-drawn steam fire pump, a 1936 Leyland fire engine (ex-St. Albans), and a WW2 trailer pump. There is also a large photographic display of Watford Fire Brigade/fire engines and fires. 





Did you know the fire museum is nearly opposite Watford Museum?
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